
October Meeting Teaches Study Skills  

Key tips on how to sharpen your child’s study skills were presented to a full house during the October 3
rd

 

meeting of the WMS PTO.  The program was facilitated by Principal Dan Doak and led by Jennifer Doyle, 

8
th

 grade counselor and Ande Ogden, 6
th

 grade counselor with support and input from Jamie Charles, 

Science and Tech grades 6-12 and Christina Conetta, CIL, Social Studies.  Dr. McKersie was also in 

attendance. 

Principal Doak encouraged parents to stay engaged, but not to overdo.  “Middle school students need to 

step-up and do more for themselves.  This is the time when it is safe for children to make mistakes—it is 

how they learn.” 

Ande Ogden and Jennifer Doyle noted that when your child needs extra help, it’s important to 

encourage them to contact their teachers or get involved in the homework club after school.  “Some 

children think that going in for help means that they aren’t bright when in fact it’s just the opposite. 

Children who are proactive in seeking help gain a sense of self-confidence and responsibility for their 

work.”  They also suggested that parents check Google Calendar daily with their child.  This is offers a 

detailed update on all homework assignments for each class, facilitating effective time management. 

Ms. Charles noted that homework is not about completing a task as fast as you can.  “It’s about the 

critical thought process.   It’s better to understand what you are doing and why you are doing it than it is 

to just get it done quickly.” 

Many parents asked about devices and their use at home and in the classroom.  Principal Doak advised 

that devices should be in a parent’s line of vision to ensure they are actually being used for homework.  

One parent suggested using Qustodio to block distracting or inappropriate programs during computer 

use at home.  Dr. McKersie added that: “Devices are meant to support creative, innovative work—they 

are an important tool in the learning process but they are not the centerpiece of education in the 

District.”  Click here for program handouts. 


